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On a lovely summer night in late August, thirteen hundred of us were 
led to the Swann Memorial Fountain in Logan Circle, Philadelphia. The 
destination was a mystery. The other details were not. We were to dress 
in all white for a communal picnic somewhere in the city.

It was the Philadelphia debut of Dîner en Blanc. Think flash mob meets 
the pop-up dinner. The underground affair started in Paris in the late 
eighties and has since been staged in many of Europe’s major cities—
Berlin, Zurich, Amsterdam. On Aug. 25, 2011, it made its first stateside 
appearance in New York City.

The sight of us walking down the Benjamin Franklin Parkway in a mas-
sive pack, dragging tables, chairs, coolers—we supplied our own food 
and wine—and bags filled with flatware and linens became, of course, an 
immediate spectacle. Some asked for answers, others joined the casual 
march and eventually assumed prime observation positions on the knolls 
around the circle.

It was intended to look spontaneous from the outside. In reality, the 
dinner required eight months to coordinate. The chosen few who made it 
past the 30,000-member waitlist were confronted with another obstacle: a 
rundown of the rules nearly as long as the waitlist. 

We were given meeting points and a time. When it came, we started 
walking and eventually converged with the others in a bobbing, ebbing 
and flowing stream of white.

Some bitched about all the walking. But, when the sun started to set and 
classical music began to waft through us, it was hard not to appreciate 
being there. And being a part of it.

Plans for another are in the works. Visit www.facebook.com/DinerEn 
Blanc.Philadelphia for updates on when the waitlist will form.

Flash mob meets the pop-up dinner in  
the Philadelphia debut of the international 
phenomenon known as Dîner en Blanc.
By Mike Madaio

The Moveable Feast
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PICNICKERS COOLED OFF AFTER 
DINNER WITH A DIP IN THE 
SWANN MEMORIAL FOUNTAIN. 
PREVIOUS PAGE: IN ALL, 1,300 
WERE LET IN ON THE SECRET.


