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Shedding Inhibitions
Eric Asimov is a wine advocate for the people. 
He proclaims flowery tasting notes to be tyran-
nical and meaningless. And though he under-

stands why we, the quick-to-drink, slow-to-
appreciate members of the swilling masses, 

rely on the ratings, he scrutinizes them 
no less for being misleading.

Asimov has made it his life’s work to 
demystify the intimidating world of 

wine through an accessible, con-
versational style that he contin-
ues to hone as the chief wine 
critic for The New York Times. 
The next frontier: memoirs. 
His first, How to Love Wine: A 
Memoir and Manifesto, will 
be published October 16.

“One of the things people 
say to me about wine more 
than anything else is that 
they don’t understand it,” 
Asimov says. “ ‘All of those 
tastes and smells,’ they say. 
‘I just don’t get it.’ There’s al-

ways this mixture of anxi-
ety and obligation, which 
is a shame, because we 
live in a time when there 
is more great wine avail-
able from more areas and 
made from more styles 
than ever before. So I 
thought I’d try to figure out 
why it is that wine makes 
people feel this way.” 
He’ll delve a little further 

into his new insights during 
an upcoming stop in Phila-

delphia. Asimov will be the guest 
of honor at First Person Arts’ 2012 

First Taste Fundraiser Oct. 24 at The 
Omni Hotel at Independence Park, 
401 Chestnut Street. (Tickets start at 

$125. VIP tickets are $250. Visit www.
firstpersonarts.org.) Guests at the VIP 

reception will be able to chat him up at 
a pre-dinner wine tasting in the hotel’s 

penthouse. Asimov will also consult with 
The Omni’s executive chef, Bamba Konate, 
on the wine selection for the dinner.
First Person Arts is a Philadelphia-based non-

profit dedicated to furthering memoir and docu-
mentary art. Proceeds will benefit its services 

and programs, including the First Person 
Arts Festival, which will be held this 

year November 8 through Nov. 
17. —Mike Madaio
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